
                                     

May 26, 2022 

  

To: Prospective Advanced Placement Seniors and Parents  

  

From: Nicole Jordan, AP Literature and Composition Educator and Janene Groff, Gifted Support  

  

Re: Summer Reading and Deadlines  

  

We are pleased to learn that you have scheduled or are thinking of scheduling Advanced 

Placement 12 Literature and Composition for the 2022-2023 school year. We look forward to 

meeting and working with you this coming school year. Please read the following information 

carefully, so that you are fully prepared to succeed in the fall. There is a Canvas page that 

outlines the following assignments, with deadlines, rubrics, and submission link; it is preferred 

that you submit all assignments through this page, email me with your name and student number 

if you have not been prompted to join. All assignments and resources are in Modules.  

  

Summer Reading/Writing Assignment: 

  

Isabel Allende’s The House of the Spirits (1982) 

Instructions: 

1. Read the book: First, you will need to carefully read the book, occasionally re-reading 

sections for deeper understanding. Hint: follow the main character, Esteban Trueba. Take 

notes or annotate. No need to submit. 

2. Create a Family/Friend Tree: There are many, many characters in the novel; in fact, 

every 3-5 pages seems like its own short story. In order to stay focused, create a family 

tree of all the characters to visually represent their connection to each other, but most 

importantly to Esteban Trueba. This can be hand-drawn or typed, submission required - 

neatness/creativity is not a factor, but accuracy is essential. DUE: 8/29 

3. Document Setting [SET]: List all the homes that Esteban Trueba resides in throughout 

his life. Locate at least five descriptor words from the text about each residence. Next to 

each house, document the descriptor words used to describe Esteban at the time he was 

living in those homes. Is there a connection? This will be submitted. DUE: Prior to class 

on 8/29 

Example:  



Home #1: Wooden shack with a zinc roof, in 

a mine 
 

 

(Descriptive words about the environment) 

Esteban: 
 
 

 

(Descriptive words about mine living 

Esteban) 

  

4. Direct quotes and commentary on the character [CHR] Esteban Trueba: Characters 

in literature allow readers to study and explore a range of values, beliefs, assumptions, 

biases, and cultural norms represented by those characters. Use a template similar to mine 

to construct a detailed character study of Esteban Trueba, from the beginning as a young 

man, to the end of his life, as an old man - this should be (at least) 10 pages in length, 

please submit. DUE: Prior to class on 8/29 

Example:  

Esteban Values: 
 

 

(list abstract nouns) 

Quotes to support with page 

numbers:  

Commentary linking the 

quote to the abstract noun:  
 
 
 

 

Esteban Believes:  
 

 

(list abstract nouns) 
 

 

Quotes to support with page 

numbers:  

Commentary linking the 

quote to the abstract noun:  

Esteban Assumes: 
 

 

(list abstract nouns) 
 

 

Quotes to support with page 

numbers:  

Commentary linking the 

quote to the abstract noun:  

Esteban has Biases towards: 
 

 

(list abstract nouns) 
 

 

Quotes to support with page 

numbers:  

Commentary linking the 

quote to the abstract noun:  

Esteban’s Cultural Norms 

are:  
 

 

(list abstract nouns) 

Quotes to support with page 

numbers:  

Commentary linking the 

quote to the abstract noun:  



 

 

  

  

We are looking forward to seeing you on the first day of your senior year, Monday, August 29, 

ready to begin a challenging, yet enjoyable year. Please feel free to email me throughout the 

summer months and join our Summer Reading Canvas page. 

  

With warm regards,  

  

Mrs. Jordan, teacher – jordann@casdschools.org 

Mrs. Groff, gifted support - groffj@casdschools.org 

Ms. Mastromarino, administrator - mastromarinoj@casdschools.org 

  

   

Reporting Category Scoring Criteria 

 

 

                                       0 points                           6 points                           12 points  

Meeting Deadlines  More than 2 days late One day Late Work was submitted 

on-time 

Family Tree Missing or Copied  Not 

finished/Inaccurate 

Organized and 

Correct 

Setting Notes Missing or Copied  Does not show 

progression of the 

setting throughout the 

novel and/or does not 

have descriptor words 

from the text. 

Missing information. 

Accurately shows 

development of 

setting and its 

connection to the 

character. Uses text 

evidence from the 

novel.  

Character Notes  Missing or Copied  Does not show 

progression of the 

character throughout 

the novel and/or does 

not have properly 

cited text Missing 

information. Lacks 

Accurately shows 

development of 

character through his 

values, beliefs, 

assumptions, biases, 

and cultural norms. 

Uses properly cited 
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effort and attention to 

detail. Commentary 

is summary. 

text evidence from 

the novel. Includes 

insightful and 

analytical 

commentary. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 


